
PURPOSE

Intergenerational Experiences in Foster Care: 
Foster care experiences of parents of children assessed by Child Protection Team

•Retrospective observational study

•Reviewed charts of children admitted to Texas

Children’s Hospital and evaluated by the Child

Protection Team (CPT) over a three year period

between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2018.

• In total, 640 records were reviewed for demographic

characteristics of caregivers/children, parental

histories, and patient’s ultimate CPT diagnosis and

discharge disposition.

BACKGROUND

METHODS

Determine the prevalence of parental history of foster

care placement in children undergoing an evaluation

for child abuse and neglect at Texas Children’s.

CONCLUSION

RESULTS

Children in foster care have experienced adverse

childhood experiences (ACEs), including abuse and

neglect, and these ACEs place them at higher risk of

lifelong mental health issues, behavioral problems,

and teen pregnancy. In addition, their children are

more likely to be placed into foster care than the

general population.

In Texas, limited data exists about the rate of foster

care alumni’s children placed into care, though

anecdotally, it seems that many caregivers report

having grown up in foster care when our clinical team

is evaluating their child for abuse or neglect concerns.

Fig 1: Variables of interest

• Only 5% of patients had caregivers whose 
childhood foster care involvement was clearly 
documented in the CPT and/or social work 
assessments. 

• The patients whose caregivers reported a 
childhood history of foster care, CPS involvement, 
and/or other out-of-home placement were overall 
more likely to:

• have a positive diagnosis of physical 
abuse at encounter,

• be taken into CPS custody
• be discharged to a non-parent 

than the overall sample population.

Ultimately, more information is needed in order to

accurately quantify the true prevalence of

intergenerational foster care in this population.

A prospective study is to follow, which will include

changing the way in which caregiver childhood

history is collected and documented in our EHR to

more clearly document intergenerational child

welfare and foster care experiences

REFERENCES

1. Selph SS, Bougatsos C, BlazinaI, Nelson HD. Behavioral interventions and counseling to 

prevent child abuse and neglect: a systematic review to update the US Preventive services 

task force recommendation. Annals of internal medicine. 2013;;158:179.

2. Bruskas, D., & Tessin, D. H. (2013). Adverse Childhood Experiences and Psychosocial Well-

Being of Women Who Were in Foster Care as Children. The Permanente Journal, 17(3), 

e131–e141. http://doi.org/10.7812/TPP/12-121

3. Courtney, M., Dworsky, A., Brown, A., Cary, C., Love, K., & Vorhies, V. (2011). Midwest 

Evaluation of the Adult Functioning of Former Foster Youth: Outcomes at Age 26. Chicago, 

IL: Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago.

4. Texas Foster Care Alumni Study Technical Report, Outcomes at Age 23 and 24. (2012). 

Casey Family Programs. Accessed 9/27/2018 at 

https://www.casey.org/media/StateFosterCare_TX_fr.pdf

Dhvani Shanghvi, MD

Rachael Keefe, MD

Angela Bachim, MDTexas Children’s Hospital, Department of Pediatrics - Section of Public Health Pediatrics, Baylor College of 
Medicine

Fig 2: Selected patient characteristics in respect to caregiver history

Caregiver History Definition

Foster care involvement in childhood Any caregiver-reported history of being placed in a ward, 

group home, or private home of a state-certified caregiver at 

less than 18 years old

CPS involvement in childhood Any caregiver-reported previous CPS cases while any 

caregiver was less than 18 years old 

Kinship placement in childhood Any caregiver-reported history of being placed with a family 

member/friend per CPS/court order (formal) or being raised 

primarily be someone other than a parent (informal)) 


