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Background: In 2006, the ACIP recommended tetanus, diphtheria, acellular pertussis
(Tdap) booster immunization of family members and caregivers (cocooning) to prevent
severe pertussis infants < age 6 months. Immunizing postpartum women, the source of
~33% of pertussis cases in young infants, prior to hospital discharge is the cornerstone of
this strategy. We have implemented postpartum Tdap immunization in predominantly
Hispanic, medically underserved and uninsured women at a Houston hospital.

Methods: Pertussis education was provided to obstetrical healthcare personnel
through in-services, Grand Rounds, and educational materials. Posters and flyers
regarding Tdap vaccine were provided for all postpartum women. A standing order for
postpartum Tdap immunization was initiated. The demographics of vaccinees and
reasons for Tdap refusal were recorded.

Results: From Jan 7 - Apr 21, 2008, 1024 of 1280 (80%) post-partum women received
Tdap vaccine; 952 (93%) were of Hispanic ethnicity; the remainder were black (4.7%),
white (1%), Asian (1%), Native American (0.15%) and other (0.15%). The majority (~55%)
was aged 20-29 yrs; 11% were 10-19 yrs and eligible for Tdap under the Vaccines for
Children program. Four percent received concurrent rubella vaccine. No significant
adverse events were reported. Where Tdap was not given, the most common reason
was receipt of Td vaccine during pregnancy (approx. 80%) or within the prior 2 yrs
(approx. 10%). 3 women also received Tdap after spontaneous abortion and 5 and 1
after a stillbirth or C-section wound infection, respectively. Since the program began,
Td vaccination during pregnancy is deferred in favor of post-partum Tdap, where
possible.

Conclusions: Postpartum Tdap immunization was well accepted and successfully
implemented in a high-risk population of postpartum women through a standing order
protocol.



1=Tdinpreg, 2=Tdin2y, 3=allergy, 4=othershotinpreg, 5=othershotin2y, 6=declined, 7=no order, 8=unknown *
1=hispanic, 2=white, 3=Black, 4=Asian, 5=Native America, 6=other Crosstabulation

Count
1=hispanic, 2=white, 3=Black, 4=Asian, 5=Native America, 6=other Total
.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 6.00 .00
1=Tdinpreg, 2=Tdin2y, 1.00 0 55 0 1 0 0 56
3=allergy, 2.00
4=othershotinpreg, ' 0 1 0 0 0 0 11
5=othershotin2y, 3.00 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
6=declined, 7=no 4.00 0 25 1 3 0 0 29
order, 8=unknown
8.00 1 239 2 35 6 2 285
Total 1 331 3 39 6 2 382

1=Tdinpreg, 2=Tdin2y, 3=allergy, 4=othershotinpreg, 5=othershotin2y, 6=declined, 7=no order, 8=unknown *

Rubimm Crosstabulation

Count
Rubimm Total
.00 1.00 .00
1=Tdinpreg, 2=Tdin2y, 1.00 2 51 53
i:gltlheé?gk’lotinpreg, 2.00 0 10 10
5=othershotin2y, 3.00 0 1 1
6=declined, 7=no 4.00 1 28 29
order, 8=unknown
8.00 18 266 284
Total 21 356 377
Case Summaries

Momage |

1=Tdinpreg, 1.00 1 21.00

4=othershotinpreg. 2 21,00

5=othershotin2y, 3 33.00

6=declined, 7=no 4 32.00

order, 8=unknown 5 18.00
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8 30.00

9 36.00
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15 35.00

16 23.00
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20.00
20.00
16.00
27.00
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25.0909
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26.00
21.00
20.00
14.00
46.00
28.0070
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14.00
46.00
27.8246
28.0000




